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SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESS ON ENERGY CRISIS 

1 . SUMMARY. PRESS COVERAGE OF U.S. PROPOSAL FOR MEETING OF 
MAJOR OIL CONSUMING NATIONS EMPHASIZES WEST EUROPEAN SUSPICION 
AND ERENCH CRITICISM. PRAVDA COMMENTARY ON OPEC MEETING SAYS 
TIME OF EXPLOITATION OE OIL PRODUCERS BY OIL COMPANIES HAS 
ENDED, AND ONLY SOLUTION TO OIL PROBLEMS IS MUTUALLY 
PROFITABLE COOPERATION. END SUMMARY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 00613 1511 18Z 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA (JANUARY 12) PLAY FAIRLY STRAIGHTFORWARD 
ACCOUNT OF SECRETARY'S JANUARY 10 PRESS CONFERENCE AGAINST BACK- 
GROUND OF REPORTS OF RESERVATIONS ABOUT PROPOSED MEETING OF OIL 
CONSUMER STATES FROM EUROPEAN CAPITALS. MOST PROMINENTLY 
REPORTED ITEM IS FRENCH "NATION" ARTICLE WHICH CLAIMS U.S. IS 
SEEKING TO USE CONFERENCE TO PRESSURE OIL PRODUCERS AND OBTAIN 
DECISIONS ANSWERING INTERESTS OF U.S. OIL COMPANIES. TASS 
REPORTS DANISH FOREIGN MINISTER'S DEMAND THAT ALL EC NINE TAKE 
PART IN MEETING AND BELGIANS CALL FOR DISCUSSION OF THE PROPOSAL 
BY EEC. ANOTHER TASS ITEM SAYS U.S. PRESS IS EXPRESSING OPINION 
THAT DECISION TO CALL CONFERENCE IS RESULT OF WASHINGTON'S 
CONCERN AT WORSENING OF RELATIONS WITH WESTERN STATES AND 
CITES CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR TO EFFECT THAT WESTERN CAPITALS 
CONCERNED THAT WHILE MAKING DECLARATIONS ABOUT UNITY, U.S. 

IS ACTUALLY UNDERMINING ECONOMIC POSITIONS OF WEST EUROPEAN 
PARTNERS. 

3. PRAVDA COMMENTARY BY I. POGODINA (JANUARY 12) ON OPEC 
MEETING CASTS OIL "MONOPOLIES" AS VILLAINSOF CURRENT ENERGY 
CRISIS. SHE CALLS RECENT PRICE INCREASES PRODUCER'S LEGITIMATE 
DEFENSE MEASURE AGAINST EXPLOITATION BY OIL COMPANIES WHOSE 
PROFITS IN SOME PARTS OF ME HAVE REACHED 500 PERCENT, AND SHE 
CLAIMS THAT "MONOPOLIES" PAY MORE IN TAXES TO THEIR OWN 
GOVERNMENTS THAN TO OWNERS OF OIL RESOURCES. DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, POGODINA SAYS, ARE ASKING WHY THEY SHOULD FINANCE 
INDUSTRIAL STATES. NOTING OPEC REPRESENTATIVE ANNOUNCED THAT 
FREEZE IN PRICES GIVES WEST OPPORTUNITY TO CONTROL OIL 
"MONOPOLIES," POGODINA ASSERTS THAT "IMPERIALIST CIRCLES" 

ON ONE HAND ARE TRYING TO INCITE CONSUMERS AGAINST OPEC STATES 
AND ON OTHER ARE TRYING TO INTIMIDATE PRODUCING STATES BY 
REPRISALS. HOWEVER, SHE CONCLUDES, 

IT IS CLEAR THAT ONLY SOLUTION TO OIL PROBLEM IS MUTUALLY 
PROFITABLE COOPERATION WITH RESPECT FOR INTERESTS AND LEGITIMATE 
RIGHTS OF PRODUCER STATES.DUBS 
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